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The  right  to  recall  municipal  officers  and  the  powers  of  the  initiative  and
referendum  are  hereby reserved  to  the  people  of the  City.  Ordinances  may
be  initiated;  and  referendum  may  be  exercised  on  any ordinance  passed  by
the  Council  except  an  ordinance  which  by the  provisions  of this  Charter
takes  effect  immediately  upon  its  passage;  and  any  elective  officer may  be
recalled  from  office.  The  Council  shall  include  in  the  election  code  ordinance
required  to  be  adopted  by Section  8,  Article  II,  of  this  charter,  an  expeditious
and  complete  procedure  for the  exercise  by the  people  of the  initiative,
referendum  and  recall,  including  forms  of petitions;  provided  that  the
number of  signatures  necessary  on  petitions  for the  initiation  of an
ordinance  for the  consideration  of  the  Council  shall  be  three  percent  of the
registered  voters  of the  City  at  the  last  general  City  election;  that  for the
direct  submission  of a  measure  to  the  people  it  shall  require  a  petition
signed  by  ten  per cent  of the  registered  voters  of  the  City  at  the  last  general
City  election;  that  for a  referendum  upon  an  ordinance  passed  by  the

Council  it  shall  require  a  petition  signed  by  five  per cent  of the  registered

voters  of the  City  at  the  last  general  election;  and  that  for the  recall  of an
elected  officer who  is  elected  by all  of the  electors  of the  City,  it  shall
require  a  petition  signed  by fifteen  per cent  of the  registered  voters  of the
City  at  the  last  general  City  election;  and  that  for the  recall  of a  Council
member other than  the  Mayor  it  shall  require  a  petition  signed  by fifteen
percent  of the  registered  voters  of the  Councilmanic District  at  the  last
general  City  election.

(Amendment voted 04-22-1941;  effective  05-08-1941.)(Amendment voted
11-08-1988;  effective  04-03-1989.)
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• Benchmarked  33  charter cities  in  California

• Top  20  charter cities  based  on  population

• Charter cities  in  San  Diego  County

• 27  follow  the  State  Law  guidelines  for

percentage  of signatures  needed  (10%  of the

voters  of the  city  according  to  the  county

elections  official’s  last  official  report)

• The  remaining  cities  have  varied  signature

requirements  mostly  based  on  percentage  of

votes  cast  in  the  last  city-wide  election
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EC  9237.

If a  petition  protesting  the  adoption  of an
ordinance,  and  circulated  by  a  person  who  meets
the  requirements  of Section  102,  is  submitted  to
the  elections  official  of the  legislative  body  of the
city  in  his  or her office  during  normal  office  hours,
as  posted,  within  30  days  of the  date  the  adopted
ordinance  is  attested  by  the  city  clerk or secretary
to  the  legislative  body,  and  is  signed  by  not  less
than  10  percent  of the  voters  of the  city  according
to  the  county  elections  official’s  last  official  report

of registration  to  the  Secretary  of State…
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